
1:  | For Reuben, Elitzur son of Shede’ur: 
Although the Israelite names used here are 
seemingly random, one can discern an inter-
esting phenomenon: There are twice as many 
theophoric names that incorporate the name 
of God among the children than their fathers. 
Perhaps the members of the previous genera-
tion, who were born in Egypt at the height of the 
servitude, eschewed such names. Alternatively, 

perhaps there was a renewed commitment to 
the service of God in this generation, and there 
was a corresponding increase in names referring 
to God as well. A third possibility is that these 
were not the names given to them at birth but 
titles of sorts that they were granted due to 
their important status, as they probably served 
in that capacity even before they were o cially 
appointed as princes (see commentary on 

Genesis : 9, 7: 5). Another interesting point is 
that according to the division of camps detailed 
below ( 0: – ), the names of the princes of 
the middle tribe in each camp, and only those 
names, contain the su x el, which is generally 
considered one of the names of God: Shelumiel, 
Netanel, Gamliel, and Pagiel. 

DISCUSSION

At the start of the book, just over a year has passed from when the Israelites left Egypt. The construction of the Tabernacle 
has concluded, and the people are ready to continue their journey to the Land of Israel. The Israelites are currently 
traversing the open wilderness, and they anticipate that they will soon come to Canaan and inherit the land. Consequently, 
all their adult males are conscripted into a newly created army and are therefore called for a census to determine the 
precise number of available soldiers. 

 1  e Lord spoke to Moses in the wilderness of Sinai, in the 
Tent of Meeting, on the  rst of the second month, in the 
second year of their exodus from the land of Egypt, saying:

 2 Take a census of the entire congregation of the children of 
Israel, by their families, by their patrilineal house, accord-
ing to the number of names.  is is not merely a technical 
count, as it will include both the names of those counted as 
well as the group to which they belong. Since this is a military 
census, it will not encompass the entire people, but only every 
male, by their head count.  e census will be performed in 
their presence, so that their heads can be counted.1 

 3 From twenty years old and above, all those  t for military 
service in Israel: You shall count them according to their 
hosts, you and Aaron.

 4 With you shall be a man for each tribe. One man shall be ap-
pointed over every tribe of Israel, and each man is the head of 
his patrilineal house, the leader of that tribe.

 5  ese are the names of the men who shall stand with you to 
administer the counting of their tribes. From the continuation 
below, it is evident that these men served as heads of their tribes 
with regard to other ma  ers as well ( : – ). For Reuben, 
Elitzur son of Shede’ur.D

 6 For Simeon, Shelumiel son of Tzurishadai.
 7 For Judah, Nahshon son of Aminadav.
 8 For Issachar, Netanel son of Tzuar.
 9 For Zebulun, Eliav son of Helon.  e six sons of Leah, in or-

der of birth, have now all been mentioned.

 10 Following the sons of Leah, the sons of Rachel are listed. For 
the sons of Joseph: for Ephraim, Elishama son of Amihud; 
for Manasseh, Gamliel son of Pedatzur.

 11 For Benjamin, Avidan son of Gidoni.
 12 Next are the tribes of the sons of the maidservants. For Dan, the 

 rstborn of these maidservants,2 Ahiezer son of Amishadai.
 13 For Asher, Pagiel son of Okhran.
 14 For Gad, Elyasaf son of De’uel.
 15 For Naphtali, Ahira son of Einan.
 16  ese are the distinguished of the congregation, the 

princes of the tribes of their fathers; they are the heads of 
the thousands of Israel.

 17 Moses and Aaron took these men, listed above, who were 
also designated by name by God, and selected by Him for 
their important role.

 18  ey assembled the entire congregation on the  rst of the 
second month, and they veri  ed their lineages by their 
families, by their patrilineal house.  ey all provided proof 
of their ancestry.3  e tribes were not merely formal units; they 
were also comprised of groups and subgroups: families and 
houses of fathers.  e lists included only the Israelites, and not 
members of other nations who le   Egypt with them.  ese for-
eigners apparently lived in a di  erent section of the camp.  e 
Israelites were counted according to the number of names, 
from twenty years old and above, by their head count.

 19 As the Lord had commanded Moses, he counted them in 
the wilderness of Sinai.

 20  e Torah now lists the census of each tribe:  ese were the 

e Census
NUMBERS 1:1 54
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1:2  | By their patrilineal house: This expres-
sion can bear a variety of meanings. Here it 
probably referred to the expanded family (see 

: 0, 5: 5). In contrast, in Joshua (7: 7– ), it 
meant a unit smaller than a family, whereas in 
Exodus ( : ), it was likely a synonym for a family 
(see Da’at Mikra, : ). 

1:2  | Forty- ve thousand six hundred and 
fty: It can be surmised that the numbers are 

rounded, as it is unlikely that each of the twelve 
tribes was comprised of an exact number of 

hundreds, or of fties as in the case of Gad. 
Furthermore, it is possible that the census was 
carried out based on military units, and there-
fore the totals were calculated on the basis of 
the leaders of hundreds and fties, who were 
appointed over the people (see Exodus : 5; 
see also Rav Yeshaya of Trani; Meshekh okhma; 
Ha’amek Davar). There is, however, an example 
of rounding o  to tens in Judges (9: , 5). 

1:3  | For the tribe of Manasseh: Although 
Manasseh was the elder of the two, Ephraim is 

listed here rst, similar to the blessing of Jacob 
and Moses, which likewise places Ephraim rst 
(Genesis 4 : 4– 0; Deuteronomy : 7). This is 
due to Ephraim’s greater future importance and 
the greater number of his descendants. However, 
it should be noted that the other tribes are not 
listed here in accordance with their importance 
(see Adderet Eliyahu). In a di erent census in the 
book of Numbers, where the descendants of 
Manasseh are more numerous than the tribe of 
Ephraim, Manasseh appears rst, by birth order 
by matriarch (see 6: – 7). 

DISCUSSION

  children of Reuben, Israel’s  rstborn, and their descen-
dants.  ey were the individuals counted by their fami-
lies, which were subgroups of and listed by their patrilineal 
house,D according to the number of names, by their head 
count, every male from twenty years old and above, all 
those  t for military service.  is was a  xed formula, which 
was repeated for the census of each tribe. 

 21  ose counted, for the tribe of Reuben, were forty-six 
thousand  ve hundred.

 22 For the children of Simeon, their descendants, by their 
families, by their patrilineal house, those counted, accord-
ing to the number of names, by their head count, every 
male from twenty years old and above, all those  t for mili-
tary service;

 23 those counted, for the tribe of Simeon, were   y-nine 
thousand three hundred.

 24 For the children of Gad, their descendants, by their fami-
lies, by their patrilineal house, according to the number of 
names, from twenty years old and above, all those  t for 
military service;

 25 those counted, for the tribe of Gad, were forty-  ve thou-
sand six hundred and   y.D

 26 For the children of Judah, their descendants, by their fam-
ilies, by their patrilineal house, according to the number 
of names, from twenty years old and above, all those  t for 
military service;

 27 those counted, for the tribe of Judah, were seventy-four 
thousand six hundred. As be   ing Judah’s status as leader of 
the brothers, his tribe was exceptionally large. 

 28 For the children of Issachar, their descendants, by their 
families, by their patrilineal house, according to the num-
ber of names, from twenty years old and above, all those  t 
for military service;

 29 those counted, for the tribe of Issachar, were   y-four 
thousand four hundred.

 30 For the children of Zebulun, their descendants, by their 
families, by their patrilineal house, according to the num-
ber of names, from twenty years old and above, all those  t 
for military service;

 31 those counted, for the tribe of Zebulun, were   y-seven 
thousand four hundred.

 32 For the children of Joseph, for the children of Ephraim, 
their descendants, by their families, by their patrilineal 
house, according to the number of names, from twenty 
years old and above, all those  t for military service;

 33 those counted, for the tribe of Ephraim, were forty thou-
sand  ve hundred.

 34 For the children of Manasseh, their descendants, by their 
families, by their patrilineal house, according to the num-
ber of names, from twenty years old and above, all those  t 
for military service;

 35 those counted, for the tribe of Manasseh,D were thirty-two 
thousand two hundred.

 36 For the children of Benjamin, their descendants, by their 
families, by their patrilineal house, according to the num-
ber of names, from twenty years old and above, all those  t 
for military service;

 37 those counted, for the tribe of Benjamin, were thirty-  ve 
thousand four hundred.

732

Book of Numbers  |  Chapter 1  |  Bemidbar



  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

         
           

     
          
            

   
           
            

           
           

          
           

 
           

           
           
           

 
           

          
           
           

733

  |     |   



1:  | These are the counted: On a basic 
level, the census was required for very speci c 
purposes: To determine the number of military 
men from each tribe, and to create a list of those 
who will inherit the land that the nation expects 
to enter soon (see Ramban, verse 45). In this 
regard, the experiences of each tribe from one 

census to another were re ected in the changes 
in the sum totals reported. On a deeper level, by 
its very nature, a counting can blur the distinc-
tive personalities of the individual members. 
Therefore, the Israelites were counted both 
as individuals by their personal names as well 
as numbers that are part of greater units. This 

serves to emphasize that each member of the 
Israelites was unique, and was not swallowed up 
by the whole.

1: 2 | Each at his banner: This is possibly the 
rst literary mention of the idea that a banner 

represents membership in a speci c group. 

DISCUSSION

 38 For the children of Dan, their descendants, by their fami-
lies, by their patrilineal house, according to the number of 
names, from twenty years old and above, all those  t for 
military service;

 39 those counted, for the tribe of Dan, were sixty-two thou-
sand seven hundred.

 40 For the children of Asher, their descendants, by their fam-
ilies, by their patrilineal house, according to the number 
of names, from twenty years old and above, all those  t for 
military service;

 41 those counted, for the tribe of Asher, were forty-one thou-
sand  ve hundred.

 42 For the children of Naphtali, their descendants, by their 
families, by their patrilineal house, according to the num-
ber of names, from twenty years old and above, all those  t 
for military service;

 43 those counted, for the tribe of Naphtali, were   y-three 
thousand four hundred.

 44 In summary, these are the countedD that Moses, Aaron, and 
the princes of Israel counted; they were twelve men, one 
each for his patrilineal house.

 45  ese were all the counted of the children of Israel by their 
patrilineal house, from twenty years old and above, all 
those  t for military service in Israel. 

 46 All the counted were six hundred thousand three thousand 
 ve hundred and   y. 

 47 But the Levites by the tribe of their fathers were not 
counted among them, as they were not part of the army, as the 
Torah explains below.4

 48  e Lord spoke to Moses, prior to the above census,5 saying:
 49 However, the tribe of Levi you shall not count, and you 

shall not take a census of them among the children of Israel. 

 e members of the tribe of Levi will not serve in the army, and 
they will not conquer nor inherit any portion of the land. 

 50 You, appoint the Levites over the Tabernacle of the 
Testimony, over all its vessels, and over everything that is 
associated with it.  ey shall bear the Tabernacle and all its 
vessels, and they shall minister to it.  ey shall function as 
a special unit for safeguarding the sacred items and serving in 
the Tabernacle.  is role is already alluded to in Exodus : , 
among other places. Likewise, the Levites’ inheritance of des-
ignated cities in Israel is previously mentioned in Leviticus 

: . Around the Tabernacle they shall encamp.  ey shall 
not reside together with the other tribes, but in the center of 
the camp, surrounding and keeping in close proximity to the 
Tabernacle of the Testimony. 

 51 When the Tabernacle travels, the Levites shall dismantle 
it, and when the Tabernacle encamps, the Levites shall 
erect it; and the stranger, a non-Levite, who approaches the 
Tabernacle and the sacred vessels to care for them, shall be 
put to death, as this service must be performed by the Levites 
alone.

 52  e children of Israel shall encamp, each man in his camp, 
and each man at his banner,D according to their hosts. Every 
member of Israel shall encamp in his designated spot.

 53  e Levites shall encamp around the Tabernacle of the 
Testimony, and there shall not be divine rage against the 
congregation of the children of Israel, and the Levites shall 
protect the integrity of the Tabernacle of the Testimony, 
to ensure that the Israelites do not touch the Tabernacle and 
perish.

 54  e children of Israel did according to everything that the 
Lord had commanded Moses, so they did, with regard to the 
division into consolidated groups, the counting of the military 
census, and keeping their distance from the Tabernacle. 
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2:  | For the camp of Judah: This division of 
tribes was based on their relative importance. 
The tribe of Judah was chosen as the head of 
the rst camp not only because of its size and 
strength but also due to its status as the central 
tribe among the sons of Jacob. Its banner was 
shared by Issachar and Zebulun, who were also 

sons of Leah, and who, unlike Jacob’s eldest two 
sons, Reuben and Simeon, did not have any ma-
jor aws (see Genesis 4: 5– 0, 5: ; see also 
Jacob’s last speech, 49: –7). 

2:1  | Gad: Gad was the rstborn of Zilpa, 
Leah’s maidservant, and therefore his descen-
dants encamped alongside the tribes of Leah’s 

sons. Since Leah had six sons, they could theo-
retically have formed two full banners of three 
tribes each. However, as the tribe of Levi, one of 
the sons of Leah, was not included in the camps 
surrounding the Tabernacle on the outside, her 
sons Reuben and Simeon were joined by the 
tribe of Gad, the rstborn of her maidservant. 

DISCUSSION

Toward the end of the previous section, the Torah stated in general terms: “The children 
of Israel shall encamp, each in his camp, and each at his banner, according to their hosts” 
( :5 ). The following chapter details their encampment based on the four directions of the 
compass, which signals a change in their style of encampment. Until this point, the camp had 

traveled in a haphazard fashion. It can be assumed that the members of each tribe stayed close to each other, and would travel and encamp together, 
though there may have been exceptions. However, once the Tabernacle, situated in the heart of the camp, is constructed, the arrangement of the 
encampments of all of the tribes in relation to each other becomes xed. 

 1  e Lord spoke to Moses and to Aaron, saying:
 2 Each man at his banner, with the insignias of their patri-

lineal house, the children of Israel shall encamp. Each tribe 
shall be represented by its own symbol. At a distance, around 
the Tent of Meeting they shall encamp. 

 3  ose who encamp at the front, to the east side of the camp, 
were the banner of the camp of Judah, according to their 
hosts; and the prince of the children of Judah is Nahshon 
son of Aminadav.

 4 Its host and those counted were seventy-four thousand six 
hundred.

 5  ose who encamp with it6 were the tribe of Issachar; and 
the prince of the children of Issachar was Netanel son of 
Tzuar.

 6 Its host and its count was   y-four thousand four hundred.
 7 Alongside them shall encamp the tribe of Zebulun; and the 

prince of the children of Zebulun was Eliav son of Helon.
 8 Its host and its count was   y-seven thousand four 

hundred.
 9  e sum total of all the counted for the camp of Judah,D which 

includes the tribes of Issachar and Zebulun, were one hundred 
thousand eighty thousand six thousand four hundred, ac-
cording to their hosts; they shall travel  rst. Although these 
tribes were encamped to the east, when traveling they would 
always lead, regardless of the direction of the journey.

 10  e banner of the camp of Reuben was to the south accord-
ing to their hosts; and the prince of the children of Reuben 
was Elitzur son of Shede’ur.

 11 Its host and its count was forty-six thousand  ve hundred.
 12  ose who encamp with it were the tribe of Simeon; and 

the prince of the children of Simeon was Shelumiel son of 
Tzurishadai.

 13 Its host and those counted were   y-nine thousand three 
hundred.

 14  e tribe of Gad;D and the prince of the children of Gad was 
Elyasaf son of Re’uel.

 15 Its host and those counted were forty-  ve thousand six 
hundred and   y.

 16 All the counted for the camp of Reuben were one hundred 
thousand   y-one thousand four hundred and   y, ac-
cording to their hosts; and they shall travel second when 
departing the encampment, a  er the camp of the banner of 
Judah.

 17 A  er the camp of Reuben has begun to travel, the Tent of 
Meeting, which constituted a distinct camp, called the camp 
of the Divine Presence by the Sages,7 shall travel. And around 
it shall be the Levite camp, which shall travel in the midst of 
the camps; as they encamp so shall they travel, with every 
man in his designated place, according to their banners.

 18  e banner of the camp of Ephraim according to their hosts 
was to the west; and the prince of the children of Ephraim 
was Elishama son of Amihud.

 19 Its host and those counted were forty thousand  ve 
hundred.

 20 With it was the tribe of Manasseh; and the prince of the 
children of Manasseh was Gamliel son of Pedatzur.

e Encampment of the Israelites
NUMBERS 2:1 34
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Arrangement of the Israelite camps

 21 Its host and those counted were thirty-two thousand two 
hundred.

 22  e tribe of Benjamin; and the prince of the children of 
Benjamin was Avidan son of Gidoni.

 23 Its host and those counted were thirty-  ve thousand four 
hundred.

 24 All those counted for the camp of EphraimD were one hun-
dred thousand eight thousand one hundred, according to 
their hosts; and they shall travel third.  ey journeyed either 
directly behind the Levites, or on their side, parallel to them. 

 25  e banner of the camp of DanD was to the north accord-
ing to their hosts; and the prince of the children of Dan was 
Ahiezer son of Amishadai.

 26 Its host and those counted were sixty-two thousand seven 
hundred.

 27  ose who encamp with it were the tribe of Asher; and the 
prince of the children of Asher was Pagiel son of Okhran.

 28 Its host and those counted were forty-one thousand  ve 
hundred.

 29  e tribe of Naphtali; and the prince of the children of 
Naphtali was Ahira son of Einan.

 30 Its host and those counted were   y-three thousand four 
hundred.

 31 All those counted for the camp of Dan were one hundred 
thousand   y-seven thousand six hundred; they shall 
travel last by their banners.

 32  ese are those who were counted of the children of Israel 
by their patrilineal house; all those counted of the camps 
according to their hosts were six hundred thousand three 
thousand  ve hundred and   y.

 33  e Levites were not counted among the children of Israel, 
as the Lord had commanded Moses.  e unusual form for 
the words “were not counted” [hotpakdu] indicated that they 
did not count themselves, nor did others count them.8 

 34  e children of Israel did according to everything that the 
Lord had commanded Moses, so they encamped according 
to their banners,D and so they traveled, each man according 
to his families, by his patrilineal house.

As was mentioned above, 
the tribe of Levi is not counted together with the rest of the Israelites. This section focuses on various 
issues relevant speci cally to the members of this tribe: the results of their census, their encampment 
adjacent to the Tabernacle, and the general function of each of the three central patrilineal houses. 

After the Levites have been counted, the Torah depicts how they assumed their responsibilities from the rstborn, who formerly performed the sacred 
service. The consecration of the Levites in place of the rstborn is another stage in the census of the people, as it almost entirely negates the previous 
unique status of the rstborn, who are now reincorporated into the general community of the rest of the people. 

 1  ese are the descendants of Aaron and Moses on the day 
that the Lord spoke with Moses on Mount Sinai. Despite the 
mention of the descendants of Moses, only the descendants of 
Aaron are listed in the next verse. Moses’ descendants are only 
indirectly mentioned in verse , via the wording “the family 
of the Amramites,” as Amram had no sons other than Moses 
and Aaron, and this cannot be referring to Aaron’s descendants, 
who are listed before that verse. Nevertheless, their names 

are not speci  ed.9  e reason for this is that the descendants 
of Aaron alone were granted a special role. Although Aaron 
himself was secondary to his younger brother Moses, his sons 
served as priests. In contrast, Moses’ descendants were ordi-
nary Levites like the rest of their tribe. 

 2  ese are the names of the sons of Aaron: the  rstborn, 
Nadav, and Avihu, Elazar, and Itamar.

e Descendants of Levi
NUMBERS 3:1 51
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2:2  | The camp of Ephraim: This camp, which 
included Ephraim, Manasseh, and Benjamin, 
was the camp of the descendants of Rachel. It 
was possible that the location of this camp was 
related to the idea that the Divine Presence was 
located in the west (see Zeva im 54b; Bava Batra 

5a; Zohar : 9: ). The First and Second Temples 
were in fact built in the portions of Rachel’s sons: 
The Tabernacle in Shilo was situated in Joseph’s 
inherited land, while the Temple was situated 
in Benjamin’s land (see Bemidbar Rabba :9; 
Abravanel). 

2:2  | The camp of Dan: This camp consisted of 
the sons of the maidservants. It was headed by 

Dan, the rstborn of Bilha, Rachel’s maidservant, 
who was accompanied by Naphtali, Bilha’s other 
son, and Asher, son of Zilpa, Leah’s maidservant. 

As mentioned above, the largest camp was 
that of Judah, but the camp of Dan was second 
in size. It is likely no coincidence that the two 
camps of Judah and Dan, which were signi -
cantly larger than the rest, were instructed to 
lead the way and travel at the rear, respectively 
(see Ramban, verse ). Moreover, the entire 
structure of the camp appeared to be similar 
to an organized battle formation, including 
banners and trumpets. Although the people 
did not actually engage in war on their journey 

until near the end of the forty years in the wil-
derness, they nevertheless traveled in a similar 
manner to a military camp. In addition to their 
visible shape, the arrangement of the camps 
also revealed an esoteric symbolic meaning (see 
Bemidbar Rabba : 0). 

2:3  | So they encamped according to their 
banners: According to tradition, each tribe’s 
banner had its own color, identical to the color 
of the precious stone that represented it on 
the High Priest’s breast piece (Bemidbar Rabba 

:7; Rashi, verse ). In addition to the banners of 
the individual tribes, each group of tribes that 
encamped together had its own banner, which 

DISCUSSION
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incorporated the colors of the three tribes col-
lectively (see Targum Yonatan). It was also possi-
ble that each of the patrilineal houses had their 
own smaller banners or emblems. 

3:  | And they had no children: There is an 
opinion in the Midrash that Nadav and Avihu 
did not marry (see Vayikra Rabba 0:9). It is also 
possible that they married late, and therefore 
had not fathered children, or that they had only 
daughters. If so, the word “children” should be 
translated as sons. 

And Elazar and Itamar served as priests: In 
addition to the three priests listed here, Aaron 
and two of his sons, it is logical that there were 
others as well. For instance, Elazar’s son Pinhas is 
mentioned as a hero toward the end of this book 
( 5: – ). Likewise, Elazar and Itamar may have 

had other sons, whose identity and function is 
not mentioned here, perhaps because they were 
young or unimportant. It is also quite possible 
that those descendants were not appointed to 
the priestly role together with Aaron and his 
sons (see Ibn Ezra, verse 0; commentary on 

5: ). 

3:  | Bring the tribe of Levi near: The tribe of 
Levi was counted independently, and the sum of 
its members was listed separately from those of 
the other tribes. This was consistent with the es-
tablishment of the Levites’ unique status among 
the children of Israel. This tribe, which according 
to the Sages was not enslaved in Egypt, was to 
be distinguished from the rest of the people in 
their public, social, and cultural life. The tribe 
was dedicated to the sacred service, and its 

members did not participate in the worship of 
the Golden Calf with much of the rest of the 
nation. On the contrary, the Levites’ loyalty to 
God and Moses enabled them to smite even 
their close relatives on that occasion (Exodus 

: 6– 9). Furthermore, the tribe of Levi did not 
join the misguided initiative to send spies to the 
land of Canaan. 

The Levites, however, did not inherit a portion 
in the land, and did not work in elds or vine-
yards, but rather dwelled in cities that belonged 
to the other tribes. Their livelihoods were gen-
erally unsteady and irregular, and they had to 
rely on the gifts given to them by their brethren. 
Their growth rate was also far lower than that of 
the other tribes. As the King’s legion, as it were, 
it is tting for the tribe of Levi to be counted by 
itself (Midrash Aggada, cited by Rashi, :49). 

DISCUSSION

 3  ese are the names of the sons of Aaron, the anointed 
priests, whom he invested to serve as priests, at the time of 
the inauguration of the Tabernacle.

 4 However, soon a  er they were anointed, Nadav and Avihu 
died before the Lord, when they presented strange  re 
before the Lord, as a result of which they were burned and 
died10 in the wilderness of Sinai, and they had no children;D 
and Elazar and Itamar served as priestsD in the presence of 
Aaron, their father. In addition to Elazar and Itamar’s role as 
Levites, they were also appointed to serve as priests. 

 5  e Lord spoke to Moses, saying:
 6 Bring the tribe of Levi near,D and stand it before Aaron the 

priest, and they shall serve him. From this point onward, the 
Levites shall serve the priests and the Tabernacle.

 7  ey shall keep his, Aaron’s, commission, and the commis-
sion of the entire congregation before the Tent of Meeting, 
to perform the service of the Tabernacle.  e Levites will be-
come the guard of the Tabernacle and will encamp around it in 
close proximity.  is is not a military guard; rather, they are re-
sponsible to tend to the needs of the priests and the Tabernacle. 

 8  ey shall safeguard all the vessels of the Tent of Meeting, 
and the commission of the children of Israel, to perform 
the service of the Tabernacle.

 9 You shall give the Levites to Aaron and to his sons as ap-
pointed assistants to the priests.  ey are entirely given to 
him from the children of Israel.  e Levites, a relatively 
small tribe, are considered here as a gi   from the Israelites to 
the priests to aid in the Tabernacle service. As stated elsewhere, 

the Israelites must also designate cities for the Levites and give 
them a tithe from their produce.11 

 10 You shall count Aaron and his sons, and they shall observe 
their priesthood, to the exclusion of all others, who may not 
serve in their capacity; and the stranger who approaches 
shall be put to death.

 11  e Lord spoke to Moses, saying:
 12 I have hereby taken the Levites from among the children 

of Israel in place of every  rstborn,  rst issue of the womb 
from the children of Israel, who previously performed the sa-
cred service.  e priests mentioned at Mount Sinai are in fact 
identi  ed as the  rstborns.12 And the Levites shall be Mine.

 13 For every  rstborn is Mine; on the day that I smote all the 
 rstborn in the land of Egypt I sancti  ed to Me every  rst-

born in Israel, from man to animal; they shall be Mine; I am 
the Lord. Upon the striking of all  rstborns in Egypt, includ-
ing both man and beast, both the  rstborn Israelites and their 
animals became consecrated to God. Now the unique status of 
Jewish male  rstborns, and their function and rights, passes to 
the Levites.13 

 14  e Lord spoke to Moses in the wilderness of Sinai, saying:
 15 Count the children of Levi by their patrilineal house, by 

their families; every male from one month old and above 
you shall count them. Unlike the counting of the other tribes, 
which was similar to a military census, and therefore included 
only those aged twenty and upward, the counting of the Levites 
applied even to children as young as a month old, when their 
health is considered stable and they are classi  ed as viable 
o  spring.14 

Fifth 
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3:1  | Hebron: This individual may have been 
named after the city of Hebron in the land of 
Canaan. Alternatively, this name is similar to that 
of Hever, which means friend or colleague. There 
are four people in the Bible with that name (see 
Genesis 46: 7; Judges 4: 7; I Chronicles 4: , : 7). 

 3:3  | Elitzafan son of Uziel: Undoubtedly, 
Kehat was considered the senior patrilineal 
house, as Moses and Aaron, the leaders of the 
people, were the sons of Amram, the rstborn of 
Kehat. The fact that the prince of this patrilineal 
house was the son of the third son, Uziel, rather 

than the son of the older Yitzhar, is cited as one 
reason for Korah’s bitterness toward Moses and 
Aaron that motivated his rebellion (see 6: – ), 
as he had received no public appointment in the 
family of the Kehatites (Bemidbar Rabba : ).

DISCUSSION

 16 Moses counted them according to the directive of the Lord, 
as he was commanded. Since this census included children 
and newborns, it was harder to perform than that of the rest 
of the people, where all those counted were adults who could 
appear in person.  erefore, the verse stresses that God assisted 
Moses in the count.15 

 17  ese were the sons of Levi by their names: Gershon, 
Kehat, and Merari.

 18  ese were the names of the sons of Gershon by their fami-
lies: Livni and Shimi.

 19  e sons of Kehat by their families: Amram, Yitzhar, 
Hebron,D and Uziel.

 20  e sons of Merari by their families: Mahli and Mushi. 
 ese are the families of the Levites by their patrilineal 

house.
 21 Following the listing of the names of the Levite families, the 

Torah details their numbers, the place of their encampment 
in relation to the Tabernacle, and their role in carrying the 
Tabernacle. For Gershon, the family of the Livnites, and 
the family of the Shimiites; these are the families of the 
Gershonites.

 22  ose counted, of the descendants of Gershon, according to 
the number of all males from one month old and above; 
those counted were seven thousand  ve hundred.

 23  e families of the Gershonites shall encamp behind the 
Tabernacle to the west.

 24  e prince of the patrilineal house of the Gershonites was 
Elyasaf son of Lael.

 25  e commission of the sons of Gershon in the Tent of 
Meeting was the responsibility for the curtains of dyed wool 
and linen, that was above the Tabernacle, and the Tent, the 
upper curtains of goats’ hair, its outer covering of rams’ skins 
and sealskins, and the screen of the entrance of the Tent of 
Meeting,

 26 and the hangings of the courtyard, and the screen of the en-
trance of the courtyard that is near the Tabernacle, and near 

the altar surrounding, and its cords, which hold the screen of 
the courtyard as well. It is possible that stretched cords were 
also used to tie the coverings of the Tabernacle to the ground. 
Furthermore, the descendants of Gershon were responsible for 
all its work, which included handling all the textiles, skins, and 
ropes of the Tabernacle, in addition to their other tasks.16

 27 For Kehat, the family of the Amramites, the family of the 
Yitzharites, the family of the Hebronites, and the family of 
the Uzielites; these are the families of the Kehatites.

 28 According to the number of all males, from one month old 
and above, eight thousand six hundred, keepers of the com-
mission of the sacred.  ey were entrusted with the special 
task of carrying the sacred vessels, as detailed below.

 29  e families of the sons of Kehat shall encamp on the side 
of the Tabernacle to the south.

 30  e prince of the patrilineal house of the families of the 
Kehatites was Elitzafan son of Uziel.D

 31  eir commission that they must perform is to carry the ark, 
the table, the candelabrum, the altars, and the sacred ves-
sels with which they would serve, and the screen, which di-
vides the Holy of Holies from the Sanctuary,17 and all the rest of 
its work. Alternatively, “the screen” refers to the screen of the 
courtyard, and “all its work” refers to its cords.18

 32 Serving above the princes of the three patrilineal houses of the 
tribe of Levi was a prince of the whole tribe, from the Kehatites: 

 e prince of the princes of the Levites was Elazar son of 
Aaron the priest, and he was given the appointment over the 
keepers of the commission of the sacred. Aaron himself had 
a special role in the Tabernacle. He was not the prince of the 
Levites; rather, that task was entrusted to his  rstborn son.

 33 For Merari, the family of the Mahlites, and the family of the 
Mushites; these are the families of Merari.

 34  ose counted, according to the number of all males, from 
one month old and above, were six thousand two hundred.

 35  e prince of the patrilineal house of the families of Merari 
was Tzuriel son of Avihayil; they shall encamp on the side 
of the Tabernacle to the north.
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3: 3 | Twenty-two thousand two hundred 
and seventy-three: A comparison of the num-
ber of rstborns to the total number of the chil-
dren of Israel (60 ,550) indicates that there was 
an unusually high number of children in each 
household. One possible explanation for this is 

a high mortality rate, as in ancient times more 
than half of all children died before the age of 

ve, and the rstborn often did not survive. 
Therefore, the total number of children could 
be signi cantly disproportionate to the number 
of rstborns. Another suggestion is that in the 

nal years of slavery in Egypt, the severity of the 
servitude, which included the killing of children, 
brought about a decrease in the number of 
Israelites. Consequently, a relatively large num-
ber of children who were not rstborns survived. 

DISCUSSION

Levite families and those counted

 36  e appointed commission of the sons of Merari was the 
responsibility for the beams of the Tabernacle, its bars, its 
pillars, its sockets, all its accompanying instruments, and all 
its work,

 37 and the pillars of the courtyard all around, their sockets, 
their pegs, and their cords.

 38  e previous verses detailed the functions of the three patri-
lineal houses of the tribe of Levi:  e descendants of Kehat, 
who were the most important, were in charge of the sacred 
vessels.  e descendants of Gershon, the  rstborn, dealt with 
the woven fabrics and the skins of the Tabernacle, while the 
descendants of Merari had the most physically taxing job, to 
carry all the heavy, solid components of the Tabernacle, includ-
ing the beams, sockets, pegs, and the like. When the Israelites 
were encamped, these three patrilineal houses surrounded the 
Tabernacle on three sides, with Gershon to the west, Kehat to 
the south, and Merari to the north. On the remaining side, those 
encamped in front of the Tabernacle, where its entrance was 
located, to the east, in front of the Tent of Meeting: Moses, 
and Aaron, and his sons, keeping the commission of the 
Sanctuary, for the commission of the children of Israel; and 
the stranger who approaches shall be put to death. Although 
Moses was not a priest, due to his unique status he encamped 
alongside his brother.

 39 All those counted of the Levites, whom Moses and Aaron 
counted by the mandate of the Lord, by their families, all 
males from one month old and above, were twenty-two 
thousand.

 40  e Lord said to Moses: Count all the  rstborn males of the 
children of Israel from one month old and above, and take 
the number of their names. Corresponding to the counting 
of the Levites, you must conduct another census, that of the 
Israelite  rstborns. Since this counting is also unrelated to mil-
itary roles, but is rather to determine the number of  rstborns, 
it too includes newborns. 

 41 You shall then take the Levites for Me, I am the Lord, in 
place of all the  rstborn among the children of Israel.  e 
 rstborns are thereby removed from the Tabernacle service and 

all ritual functions and are replaced by the Levites.  e  rst-
borns will retain only a minor element of sanctity, for which 
they require redemption, as will be explained below. And like-
wise, you shall take the animals of the Levites in place of all 

the  rstborn among the animals of the children of Israel, 
which were consecrated to God.19

 42 Moses counted, as the Lord had commanded him, all  rst-
born among the children of Israel.

 43 All the  rstborn males according to the number of names, 
from one month old and above, by their count, were 
 twenty-two thousand two hundred and seventy-three.D

 44  e Lord spoke to Moses, saying:
 45 Take the Levites in place of all the  rstborn among the 

children of Israel, and the animals of the Levites instead of 
their animals, those of the Israelites; and the Levites shall be 
Mine, as a special group dedicated to the Tabernacle, I am the 
Lord.

 46 Each  rstborn is removed from his function and replaced by 
one of the Levites. As the number of  rstborns is not identi-
cal to the number of Levites, for the redemptions of the two 
hundred and seventy-three of the  rstborn of the children 
of Israel, who remain beyond the Levites,

 47 you shall take  ve shekels each by head, for every additional 
 rstborn. In the sacred shekel you shall take; twenty geraB is 

the shekel.20

Sixth 
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3:  | Gera: This is the smallest measurement of weight for silver, probably equivalent to 0.  g, and is called a ma’a by the Sages. Ten of these gera is worth 
a regular shekel, while twenty is equal to the sacred shekel (see commentary on Leviticus 7: 5). 

BACKGROUND

  

  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  
  

  

  

          
          
            
          
           
                
           
           
           
          

   
          
          
         
          

      .     
  ,     ,    
   ,       
 " ,(  ,  ) "  " :  ,
   (  ,    )    
 :(  ,  ) "    " ,

  ,    .      
  .    :    
     :     

  ,       ,  
      !    
      ,   
  ?      
    :(   )   

 :      ,   

   .          
 :  

     .      

    ,      
          ,
       ,  .  

 :  

    .      -
      ,  
     ,    
 ,   ,      .

 :    

745

  |     |   



3:  |  From those who remain beyond the 
redemptions of the Levites: The Sages ex-
plained that in order to determine which of 
the rstborn would be considered “those who 
remain,” all of them participated in a lottery. On 
twenty-two thousand slips, the word “Levite” 
was written, and the rstborn who picked these 
slips were exempt from payment, as a Levite had 
been chosen to replace each rstborn. On the 

7  remaining slips it was written that they had 

to pay the redemption (see Tan uma, Bemidbar 
5; Rashi, verse 50). 

3: 1 | As the Lord had commanded Moses: 
This emphasis is important, as it might appear 
that Moses is granting favorable status to his 
family. One of the motivations for Korah’s re-
bellion against him and his brother Aaron was 
in fact such suggestions of nepotism (chap. 6). 
Therefore, the verses stress on several occasions 

that everything was performed upon God’s 
command (see Or Ha ayyim).

:3 | From thirty years old and above and 
until fty years old: In comparison to the 
Israelite males t for conscription, who were 
counted from the age of twenty ( : ), the Levites 
were only t for service to carry the sacred ves-
sels at the age of thirty and were counted from 
that age. As such, their period of service in the 
Tabernacle was shorter perhaps due to the 

DISCUSSION

Dugong, possibly the ta ash

 48 You shall give the silver to Aaron and to his sons; the re-
demptions of those among them who remain.  is money 
shall serve to redeem those  rstborns for whom there is no 
Levite to replace them. 

 49 Moses took the silver of the redemption from those who 
remain beyond the redemptions of the Levites.D

 50 From the  rstborn of the children of Israel he took the sil-
ver: One thousand three hundred and sixty-  ve shekels, in 
the sacred shekels. Five shekels were paid for each of the  
remaining  rstborns.

 51 Moses gave the silver of the redemption to Aaron and to his 
sons, according to the directive of the Lord, as the Lord had 
commanded Moses.D

The division of labor for the Tabernacle between the three patrilineal families of the tribe of Levi (Kehat, 
Gershon, and Merari), mentioned brie y in the previous section, is spelled out in detail here. The Torah 
describes the function of each patrilineal family during this time that the Israelites embark on a journey, 
which involves the dismantling of the Tabernacle and the bearing of its various parts. In the previous 
chapter, the Levites were counted from the age of one month. This is a signi cant factor contributing 
to their identity as Levites, and to their replacing the rstborn in their duties. By contrast, the census 

conducted here is part of the practical preparations for the Levites to bear the Tabernacle and its vessels, and therefore only includes men between 
the ages of thirty and fty. The assistance of the Levites in such matters is especially vital in the wilderness, as the number of priests at this time is 
negligible compared to the size of the people.

The Sages comment that the repetition and detail with regard to these matters indicates the Torah’s great love for them. 

 1  e Lord spoke to Moses and to Aaron, saying:
 2 Take the census of the sons of Kehat, and appoint them for 

their important task, from among the sons of Levi, by their 
families, by their patrilineal house.

 3 From thirty years old and above and until   y years old,D 
all those enlisted for duty, to perform labor in the Tent of 
Meeting.

 4  is is the work of the sons of Kehat in the Tent of Meeting: 
the sacred sacraments [kodesh hakodashim]. Here, this ex-
pression does not bear its usual meaning of the Holy of Holies, 
which is the location behind the curtain in the Sanctuary where 
the ark was located but rather means the sacred sacraments.

 5  e priests must prepare the vessels before the Kehatites may 
carry them. Aaron and his sons shall come when the camp 
travels, and they shall remove the curtain that screens, di-
vides between the Sanctuary and the Holy of Holies, and with 
it they shall cover the Ark of the Testimony.  e curtain, 
which itself is part of the Sanctuary, shall serve as the  rst cover 
over the ark.

 6  ey shall then place upon it, the ark, above the curtain, a 
covering of the hide of a tahash,B which is stronger and more 
impermeable than the curtain, and they shall spread a third 
layer, a cloth entirely of sky-blue wool, a valuable woven ma-
terial, over it, and they shall straighten and fasten its stavesD 
in preparation for its journey.

 7 On the table for the showbread they shall spread a cloth of 

e Service of the Levites 
and eir Census
NUMBERS 4:1 49

4
Seventh 

aliya
·
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necessary training they received before begin-
ning the service, which commenced prior to 
age thirty (see Rashi and Ramban, : 4; ullin 

4a). Furthermore, beyond the physical e ort 
which the Levites’ work entailed, their prox-
imity to the sacred vessels and the Tabernacle 
required a serious, composed state of mind, as 
well as an alertness and a respectful attitude 
more typical of mature adults. 

:  | And they shall fasten its staves: This 
does not mean that the staves were placed 
on the ark, as even when the ark was at rest 
the staves were never removed from its rings 

DISCUSSION
:  | Tahash: The identity of the ta ash is un-

certain. It is mentioned in the book of Ezekiel as 
an expensive material used for making shoes: “I 
clothed you in embroidery, and shod you with 
sealskin [ta ash], and I wrapped you with linen 
and covered you with silk” (Ezekiel 6: 0). Some 
maintain that ta ash is the name of a color; pur-
ple according to Rabbi Yehuda in the Jerusalem 
Talmud (Shabbat : ). Alternatively, Onkelos and 
Targum Yonatan translate it simply as a colorful 
hide. Interestingly, researchers note the similar-
ity between this name and tah-si-a, mentioned 

in the Nuzi Tablets, fourteenth century BCE, 
which means a yellow or pink hide.

Others hold that the ta ash is an animal, but 
there has never been any consensus as to which. 
The Talmud (Shabbat b) identi es the ta ash 
as an extinct unicorn. In light of the Arabic 
cognate, it may be the dugong, a porpoise that 
can be found in the Red Sea, and whose skin is 
sometimes used by the Bedouin in shoemak-
ing. Some posit that the ta ash is a narwhal, a 
species of arctic whale. Narwhals travel in small 
groups and can grow to 6 m in length. The 
narwhal is mostly light yellow with dark spots, 

∙
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(Exodus 5: 5). Perhaps the staves were generally left 
loose inside the rings, possibly so that they could be 
inserted into the sockets of the cover. Consequently, 
when the ark was carried, the staves had to be xed 

rmly to the rings to prevent them from moving 
(see Bekhor Shor; Ramban; Panim Yafot; Bekhor Shor, 
Exodus 5: 6; Responsa of the Radbaz 6: 90). 

:13 | They shall remove [vedishnu] the ashes: 
This verb is one of those that has con icting mean-
ings: It either means placing the ashes on the al-
tar or removing the ashes (see Rashi and Ibn Ezra, 
Exodus 7: ).

DISCUSSION
and it is the only spotted cetacean. A twisted 
tooth, up to three meters long, grows out of 
one side of its mouth, and throughout history 
its horn has been mistaken for that of the uni-
corn. According to Rabbi Ne emya (Jerusalem 
Talmud, Shabbat : ), the ta ash is the galakti-
nin, a small weasel-like creature (Arukh).

:13 | Purple: This is a reddish-purple dye 
extracted from the spiny dye-murex, Murex 
brandaris, a type of sea snail. Early documents 
indicate that wool dyed with this substance 
was four times more expensive than other 

dyed wool. In addition to its use together with 
the sky-blue dye in the construction of the 
Tabernacle, as mentioned frequently in the 
Bible, it also was used in knitting the covers of 
the Tabernacle’s accoutrements and the vest-
ments of the High Priest. The dye also appears 
in external sources dating from the fourteenth 
century BCE. In the Roman period, purple dye 
was used mainly by priests, kings, and min-
isters. Due to its importance and high price, 
its production was monitored, and free com-
merce with the dye was prohibited.

BACKGROUND

  sky-blue wool, and place upon it the bowls and the spoons, 
the supports, which were the pillars on the sides of the table, 
and the covering tubes, which were the thin tubes installed 
on the supports. In short, all the movable appurtenances of 
the table are placed upon the cloth. And the perpetual bread 
shall remain upon it, the table which is beneath the cloth of 
sky-blue wool.  e bread may not be removed from the table 
during the journey. 

 8  ey shall spread upon them another cloth of scarlet wool, 
and they shall cover it as well with a covering of the hide of a 
tahash, and shall place its staves, with which the table for the 
showbread shall be carried.

 9  ey shall take a cloth of sky-blue wool, and cover the can-
delabrum of the light, its lamps, its tongs, its  re-pans, and 
all its oil vessels with which they serve it.

 10  ey shall place it and all its vessels into a covering of the 
hide of a tahash, and shall place it on a pole. In contrast to 
the table for the showbread and the Ark of the Covenant, the 
candelabrum did not have staves inserted into rings. In order to 
carry it, the candelabrum must be placed inside a covering of a 
ta ash hide, into which a pole is inserted, and the pole is carried 
by two Levites. 

 11 Upon the golden altar they shall spread a cloth of sky-blue 
wool, and cover it with a covering of the hide of a tahash, 
and they shall place its staves.  ey shall insert the staves with 
which the altar is carried into the rings of the altar. 

 12  ey shall take all the service vessels with which they serve 
in the Sanctuary, and they shall place them in a cloth of sky-
blue wool, and cover them with a covering of the hide of a 
tahash, and they shall place them all on the pole.

 13  e chapter now moves from discussing the vessels that were 
placed inside the Tent of Meeting to those vessels located out-
side the Tent.  ey shall remove the ashesD from the altar, 
and spread a cloth of purpleB wool over it.

 14  ey shall place upon it all its vessels with which they 
serve upon it: the  re-pans, which are spoon-like utensils, 
the forks, for handling the  esh of o  erings, the shovels, for 
sweeping the ashes, and the basins, for collecting and sprin-
kling the blood.  is was done for all the vessels of the altar; 
and they shall spread upon it a covering of the hide of a 
 tahash, and place its staves for carrying the altar. Despite its 
size, the altar was not heavy, as it was hollow. 

 15 Aaron and his sons shall conclude to cover the sacred, and 
all the sacred vessels, when the camp travels. And there-
a  er, the sons of Kehat shall come to bear. Only a  er the 
priests have prepared and covered the vessels for the journey 
are the sons of Kehat permi  ed to carry them, so that they 
shall not touch the sacred and die, as direct contact with the 
sacred vessels is permi  ed to the priests alone.  ese are the 
burden of the sons of Kehat in the Tent of Meeting.

 16  e charge, the area of responsibility,21 of Elazar son of Aaron 
the priest, who, as the oldest of Aaron’s remaining sons, has a 
special role, is the bearing of the illuminating oil, the fragrant 
incense, the meal o  ering of the daily o  ering, and the 
anointing oil. He did not necessarily bear these himself, but it 
was his job to ensure that they were carried.22 As the prince of 
the princes of the Levites ( : ), he also had the charge of the 
entire Tabernacle, and of all that is in it, in the sacred, and 
in its vessels.

 17  e Lord spoke to Moses and to Aaron, saying:
 18 Do not excise, or cause the death of the tribe of the families 
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  of the Kehatites from among the Levites, due to lack of ap-
propriate caution.

 19 But this do for them, and they will live, and will not die, 
upon their approach to [et] the Holy of Holies. Although 
“to” is usually signi  ed by the Hebrew word el, a similar exam-
ple where the word et means “to” can be found in I Samuel : . 
Aaron and his sons alone shall come, and assign them, the 

Levites, each man to his work and to his burden.  e Levites 
shall do nothing of their own accord.23 All the vessels shall be 
covered by the priests and be ready for the journey when the 
Kehatites enter the Holy of Holies.

 20  ey shall not come to see while the sacred is covered, when 
the priests cover the sacred vessels.24 And the reason is that if 
they gaze upon the holy to satisfy their curiosity,25 they will die. 

Book of Numbers  |  Chapter   |  Naso
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 Haftara for
Shabbat  Rosh Hodesh Eve

 The  rst verse of this haftara includes the phrase “tomorrow is the new moon.” While 
this is clearly a central reason this passage was chosen to be read on the eve of the New 
Moon, some suggest that other ideas in the passage are thematically related to the New 
Moon as well. David’s many temporary periods of hiding and his covenant of everlasting 
survival allude to the uniqueness of the nation of Israel as the eternal people of God, 
despite all the blatant and concealed hardships it must endure. One of the signs of this 

special status is the manner in which Israel sets its calendar and festivals in accordance with the waxing and waning of the moon. This analogy is hinted 
in the verse: “This month is for you” (Exodus 12:2); the passage of the months themselves symbolizes Israel. 

Yonatan said to him: Tomorrow is the New Moon, and you will 
be remembered because your seat will be empty. Wait three 
days, lie very low, and come to the place where you hid on 
the day of the incident, and remain near the Ezel stone. I will 
shoot three arrows to the side, as though shooting at a target. 
Behold, I will send the lad: Go,  nd the arrows. If I say to the 
lad: Here are the arrows; they are on this side of you; take them 
and come, then peace is with you and there is no concern, as 
the Lord lives. But if I say this to the boy: Behold, the arrows 
are beyond you, go, for the Lord has sent you away. But with 
regard to the ma  er of which we spoke, I and you, behold, the 
Lord is between me and you forever. David concealed himself 
in the  eld. It was the New Moon, and the king sat to the meal 
to eat.  e king sat on his seat, as at other times, on the seat near 
the wall; Yonatan rose, and Avner sat at Saul’s side, but David’s 
place was empty. Saul did not say anything that day, as he said: 
It is incidental; he is impure, as he is not puri  ed. It was on the 
next day, the second day of the month, and David’s place was 
empty. Saul said to Yonatan his son: Why did the son of Yishai 
not come to the meal, both yesterday and today? Yonatan an-
swered Saul: David requested of me to go to Bethlehem. He 
said: Please let me go, as there is a family feast o  ering for us 
in the city, and my brother, he commanded me; now, if I found 
favor in your eyes, please let me get away and see my broth-
ers.  erefore, he did not come to the king’s table. Saul’s wrath 
was en  amed at Yonatan, and he said to him: Son of a perverse, 
rebellious woman! Don’t I know that you choose the son of 

Yishai to your own shame, and to the shame of your mother’s 
nakedness? For all the days that the son of Yishai lives upon 
the earth, you and your kingdom will not be established. Now, 
send and take him to me, as he is deserving of death. Yonatan 
answered Saul his father, and he said to him: Why should he 
be put to death? What did he do? Saul cast his spear at him to 
smite him. Yonatan knew that it was se  led with his father to 
put David to death. Yonatan arose from the table in en  amed 
wrath, and he did not eat food on the second day of the month, 
as he was sad over David, because his father had humiliated 
him. It was the morning and Yonatan went out to the  eld at the 
time appointed with David, and a small lad was with him. He 
said to his lad: Run now,  nd the arrows that I am shooting.  e 
lad ran, and he shot an arrow to go beyond him.  e lad came 
to the place of the arrow that Yonatan shot, and Yonatan called 
a  er the lad, and said: Isn’t the arrow beyond you? Yonatan 
called a  er the lad: Quickly, hurry, do not stand. Yonatan’s lad 
gathered the arrows and he came to his master.  e lad did 
not know anything; only Yonatan and David knew the ma  er. 
Yonatan gave his weapons to his lad, and he said to him: Go, 
bring it to the city.  e lad was gone, and David rose from the 
south side, and he fell on his face to the ground and prostrated 
himself three times. Each kissed the other, and each wept with 
the other, until David was overcome. Yonatan said to David: Go 
in peace, for we have taken an oath, both of us, in the name of 
the Lord, saying:  e Lord shall be between me and you, and 
between my descendants and your descendants, forever.  

David’s Last Flight from the House of 
Saul, and His Farewell to Yonatan 
I SAMUEL 20:18 42
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